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A GOOD WORD FROM

Mayor Michelle Distler
It is officially 2021 and I think we are all excited for the 

opportunity for a fresh start. Instead of recounting 
the woes of 2020, I’d like to spend this time with you 

looking forward as we all work to rise together.

There is a real buzz sparking in downtown Shawnee right 
now. If you cruise around Johnson Drive and Nieman Road 
at night, you’ll notice more lights on, more people popping 
in and out of businesses and that magnificent marquee is 
all lit up at the Aztec Theater. It’s like a beacon of hope for 
our community. A sign that we can all emerge from tough 
times, even though it might take more time than we’d like. 
But it can happen. Real change can happen.

And that buzz isn’t just enveloping our downtown. It’s 
spreading throughout Shawnee, including out west where 
the huge Heartland Logistics Park will bring in thousands 
of jobs near K-7 and 43rd Street. Re-Imagine 75th Street 
will soon bring a fresh, new look to the 75th Street 
Corridor between Switzer and Quivira. The revamp will 
make it easier for folks to walk to school and businesses 
and will pave the way for a smoother drive.

We are all so excited for our residents to start enjoying 
Wilder Bluff Park as soon as it opens this spring. The new 
park at 55th and Belmont Drive will provide new ways to 
play for our kids, including a splash pad, a unique treetop 
canopy play structure and more. And get ready to stretch 
your legs because Wilder Bluff Park will be home to 1.5 
miles of new trails. Be sure to keep an eye on our website 
at cityofshawnee.org/wilderbluff and social media for 
information about the park’s grand opening.

2021 is proving to be a year of renewed energy and 
action in Shawnee. It’s a movement we can all get behind 
if we compromise and take chances. Let’s Rise Together, 
Shawnee.

Sincerely,

Mayor Michelle Distler



• Residents will schedule a bulky item pickup for their 
household directly with their trash hauler.

• Bulky item pickup must be scheduled and completed 
within the calendar year.

• All of the guidelines about what will be accepted 
curbside still apply. Some items included are listed 
below and at cityofshawnee.org/tidytown. Check 
with your trash hauler to make sure their guidelines 
have not changed.
• Furniture
• Mattresses
• Most appliances except for refrigerators
• Push lawn mowers with no fuel or oil
• Up to 4 foot rolls of carpet (2 rolls equal 1 item)

(Must be securely tied and less than 50 pounds)
• Only one bulky-item pickup allowed per year.

TIDY TOWN Changes

cityofshawnee.org/tidytown

Questions ? about Curbside Bulky-Item Pick Up Contact Your Hauler

Waste 
Management

913.631.3300

Republic  
(A-1/Superior)
913.279.6033

WCA 
Town & Country 
 816.380.5595

KC Disposal 
 816.388.9739

The Shawnee City Council amended the Solid Waste Municipal Code in October 2020

• The drop-off site will be at the Johnson County 
Landfill (17955 Holliday Drive), included in this 
mailer is a voucher to redeem for 1 FREE drop-off 
per residence at the landfill. 

• Residents can take a variety of items to the landfill, 
including furniture and mattresses. 

• Questions about what items are accepted at the 
landfill call (913) 631-8181 prompt #2 or email 
jcl@wm.com.

• You MUST bring the voucher with you to redeem at 
the landfill by December 31, 2021.

• One drop-off at the landfill allowed per year.

Change #1
Curbside Bulky-Item Pick Up

Change #2
NEW Drop-Off Site Location
Johnson County Landfill (17955 Holliday Drive)

Monday - Friday 7am to  5pm 
Saturday 7am to 3pm
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www.achieveshawnee.com

questions? email achieveshawnee@cityofshawnee.org

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
In September 2020, the City of Shawnee kicked off a planning process for the new Comprehensive Plan. With the original 

plan dating back to the late 1980s, and so many changes having occurred at a local, regional, and national level, it was the 

right time to take a fresh look. Since September, the Stakeholder Committee, City staff, and the consultant for the project 

(Ochsner Hare & Hare, the Olsson Studio), have been hard at work. Here is what we have done so far:  

What’s next? A Public Open House and Planning Charrette 
(a multi-day planning and design workshop) are on the horizon 
for Spring 2021. As soon as dates are available for these events, 

notifications will be sent out citywide.

UPDATE FOR THE

BRAND
Established a unique brand for the Comprehensive Plan designed to jump off from where the strategic vision – 
Imagine Shawnee – left things, resulting in this Plan’s mantra of Achieve Shawnee. 

WEBSITE
Created a dedicated website for the planning process to make sure information is readily available to all members of 
the public: AchieveShawnee.com.

STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE
Formed the Stakeholder Committee, which is a dynamic group made up of nearly 200 people that represent many 
disciplines, organizations, and interests within the city. 

PUBLIC SURVEY
Launched the online public survey to further refine the Comprehensive Plan priorities and topics to consider. The 
survey is open until February 1, 2021 either online (visit AchieveShawnee.com) OR at the City Clerk’s counter at City 
Hall, 11110 Johnson Drive. 

VISIONING WORKSHOP
Hosted the first of many engagement events – the Visioning Workshop – for the Stakeholder Committee. This 
workshop was provided in October 2020 to help set the priorities for the Comprehensive Plan. See a summary of the 
priorities on the project website (AchieveShawnee.com). 

EXISTING CONDITIONS
Dove into the ins and outs of Shawnee by mapping the city in its current state, reviewing and summarizing relevant 
plans and studies, analyzing demographic and market trends, and exploring the city in person. 
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we are all ears!!!
your feedback is important to us.

Share you feedback, appreciation, 
and suggestions with us about the 
new look and feel of the CityLine! 

The first 10 people to email 
jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org will 

receive a FREE Shawnee shirt!

Congratulations to the Gorup Family for winning 
Shawnee Rocks The Lights contest on the City's 
Facebook page. We are pretty sure the dumpster fire 
decoration sealed the deal! 

“Neighbors Helping Neighbors” is a program connecting 
volunteers with eligible residents. A couple hours of your 
time makes a lasting impact on our community.

Check out some of the ways our volunteers help their 
neighbors in need:

• Trash removal
• Yard maintenance
• Lawn mowing
• Limited plumbing and electrical repair
• Exterior painting
• Raking leaves
• Trimming branches
• Washing windows
• Changing light bulbs
• Changing smoke alarm batteries
• Turning mattresses

neighbors helping neighbors 
cityofshawnee.org/nhn

cityofshawnee.org/shawneevolunteer

VOLUNTEER
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ShawneeShawnee
SwagSwag

Adult T-shirts $12
Adult Hoodies $30
Toddler (2T-5T)T-shirts $8
Baby Onesies $8

Shawnee Town • 11501 W. 57th St.
M-F • 8am-5pm

State of the City

SHAWNEE
Do you want to be the first to know about emergency 
road closures that might impact your morning 
commute? How about getting the latest updates 
about what new restaurant is coming to the city or 
which new store is opening up? Or do you want to 
find out about free events for your kids? You can get 
all this information and a lot more, and get it FIRST, 
simply by liking us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and signing up for Nextdoor. We post daily about 
things that affect you and we are always willing to 
answer your questions or hear your comments to get 
your thoughts about what is happening in Shawnee. 
Just search for “City of Shawnee” and also be sure to 
do the same for "Shawnee KS Police" and "Shawnee 
Town 1929"!

Stay Social With 

Virtual Event
register at cityofshawnee.org

Thursday, February 18 | 11:30 a.m.
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Help Stop the Spread
We are proud that our City business keeps moving 
forward, even during a pandemic. You will notice 
several changes in our City buildings the next time 
you visit.

• Face masks are required in all of our facilities
• Hand sanitizer stations are available throughout 

buildings
• Clear, plastic barriers are up at public counters
• Floor stickers identifying six-foot distances for 

visitors
• Temperature check stations for all visitors

COVID-19 has impacted many of our community 
events and meetings. You can keep an eye on the latest 
updates and changes at cityofshawnee.org/calendar. If 
you have any questions, feel free to call us at 631-2500 
or e-mail cityofshawnee@cityofshawnee.org.

and STAY HEALTHY

CODES CORNER

JoCo Utility Assistance Program 
913.715.6653 

Shawnee Community Services
913.268.7746

Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas 
913.384.6608

The Salvation Army
913.782.3640

United Way 2-1-1 
call 211 or visit 211.org

Emergency Assistance Programs

WE CAN HELP
RENT MORTGAGE ULILITIES  
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1. What do you like most about your job?
I like that every day is different and there are plenty of 
new challenges to take on. I work with a great group of 
people who can come together quickly and accomplish 
a lot when a crime occurs. I like being part of that team 
and being able to quickly identify offenders and resolve 
cases, keeping dangerous offenders off the street.

2. How does your work impact the community?
As part of my job, I am lucky to work with victims every 
day. I often don't get to see the end result of the cases 
I work, but I hope my work leaves victims feeling like 
they have been heard. That all adds up to making our 
community a little safer day by day. 

3. What is your favorite spot in Shawnee?
Erfurt Park. With the pond, the shelters and the green 
space, it is a great place to have a gathering and a fun 
place to take kids to play.

Good Employees Start Here.

Ellen Day
Police Officer - Detective

Join
Our TeamTeam
cityofshawnee.org/jobs

What I need to know.  
When I need to know it. 

Those who live or work in Johnson County can sign up 
to receive important information about locations they 
care about through NotifyJoCo, a free public notification 
system which will communicate emergency information 
through phone, text and email messages to members of the 
community. 

Using contact information provided by users, NotifyJoCo 
allows local governments and utilities to notify the public 
about issues affecting locations users identify. Emergency 
notifications will be sent in cases needing an immediate 
response, such as tornado warnings, evacuation notices 
and public health alerts. Visit NotifyJoCo.org to register 
your information and customize your preferences today!

 CityRide is a transportation program that gives 
eligible Shawnee residents an affordable lift. Residents 
age 65 or older, OR residents who provide a doctor’s letter 
stating their disability, can take advantage of this unique 
partnership between the City and 10/10 Taxi. Call 742-
6014 for more information, or questions about how to 
sign up. CityRide members can:
• Purchase 10 one-way trips per month for $2 per trip;
• Riders can go anywhere in the City limits, as well 

as the AdventHealth Shawnee Mission Hospital 
Complex, Merriam Community Center, and the 
Mission Transit Center;

• Riders can bring up to three additional riders with no 
extra cost.

Need a RIDE?

®



Do you know if your home is covered in case of flooding? 
Odds are, your homeowners insurance won't cover damage 
after a flood. Check your insurance policy to ensure you have 
adequate flood insurance coverage.

Shawnee is a National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
member. Which means all property owners can purchase 
federally backed flood insurance whether they are in a floodplain 
or on top of a hill. With a Class 6 rating in FEMA’s Community 
Rating System program, Shawnee residents receive a premium 
discount on flood insurance.

• Keep a 3-foot "kid-free" zone around the cooking area. 
• Turn pot handles away from the stove’s edge.
• When cooking, wear short, close-fitting or tightly rolled sleeves. 
• Appliance cords should be coiled and kept away from counter edges.
• Use the stove’s back burners to ensure hot pots and pans are out of reach for young children.
• Use dry oven mitts or potholders when removing hot food from ovens, microwaves, or stovetops.
• Don’t place hot foods or liquids near the edge of a table or countertop.
• Be mindful that food cooked in the microwave present a risk of burns.

SERVE UP

FIRE
SAFETY
IN THE KITCHEN 

What is in Your Insurance Policy?
Contact the Public Works Department 
at 742-6009 with floodplain questions, 
to include whether a parcel of property is 
within the FEMA regulated floodplain, 
or to request a FEMA floodplain map. 
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cityofshawnee.org/wilderbluff

• Splash Pad
• Treetop Canopy Play Area
• Trails
• 45 acres of FUN!

WILDER BLUFF PARK TAKING SHAPE
Wilder Bluff Park  55th and Belmont Drive

Spring of 2021

Solicitors will soon be out knocking on doors as the warm 
weather approaches. Here are a few tips to keep in mind if 
you are contacted by one.    

• Permits are not required to solicit but solicitors must 
have a valid business license from our Community 
Development Department.

• Solicitors may not contact homes or businesses that 
have a "No Solicitors" sign or sticker. You can get a free 
one by calling 742-6014 or pick one up at City Hall.

• Soliciting can only happen between 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 
p.m. 

• They may not solicit the same home more than once 
within a 30 day period. 

For more regulations, head to cityofshawnee.org. If you 
ever feel in danger or are having trouble with a solicitor, 
call 911 immediately.

Solicitor RegulationsYou can use your home's video cameras to fight crime 
in Shawnee! Text shawneepd to 555888 from your 
smartphone to download the Neighbors app. You can 
choose to share your videos, photos and crime/safety 
information with others in your neighborhood. It's like 
a digital neighborhood watch right on your phone!

Join the Police Department
on Neighbors by Ring
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March
1 Council Committee - 6:00 p.m.
 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
4 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
8 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
18 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
22 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

April
1 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
5 Council Committee - 6:00 p.m.
 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
12 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
19 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
22 Downtown Partnership Mtg - 6:00 p.m.
26 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

May
3 Council Committee - 6:00 p.m.
 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
6 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m 
10 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
17 Council Committee - 6:00 p.m.
 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
20 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
24 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
25 Memorial Day - City Offices Closed

For Updates Please Check
cityofshawnee.org/calendar WANT TO SERVE ON 

A CITY BOARD OR 
COMMISSION?

SERVE YOUR
COMMUNITY

We are looking for 
volunteers who are 

engaged in Shawnee 
and feel a strong drive 

to serve our community.

SHAPE THE 
FUTURE OF 
SHAWNEE

Our Board Members 
and Commissioners 

make recommendations 
to our City Council 
on a wide variety of 

projects, developments 
and decisions that help 

shape Shawnee.

DIFFERENT 
WAYS TO SERVE 

• Planning Commission
• Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board

• Board of Zoning Appeals
• Code Board of Appeals
• Civil Service Commission

READY TO APPLY?
Visit cityofshawnee.org

You will find descriptions of each Board and 
Commission, along with information on how to apply. 

We accept applications any time.

WANT TO LEARN 
MORE?

Each Board and 
Commission requires 

different time 
commitments. Visit 
cityofshawnee.org/

calendar to see when 
meeting are scheduled.

Cover Picture: Chief Charles Bluejacket Memorial is 
located in Herman Laird Park at the corner of Johnson 
Drive and Cody Street.
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Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6011
Car Tags 826-1800
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement/Building Permits 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 894-3777
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6907
Pavement & Sidewalk Maintenance 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2150
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Rec Program Line (City) 815-2122
Planning & Zoning  742-6011
Public Works Maintenance 742-6008
Purchasing/Finance 742-6015
Recycling & Solid Waste Questions 742-6204
Right of Way Hotline 742-6023
Road Construction 742-6009
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6011
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic Tickets 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014
Election Office (County) 715-6800

City of Shawnee
11110 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, KS 66203

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Olathe, KS

Permit # 609

Mayor 
Michelle Distler 634-5883 mdistler@cityofshawnee.org

Ward I
Matt Zimmerman 268-3513 mzimmerman@cityofshawnee.org
Tammy Thomas 221-3606 tthomas@cityofshawnee.org

Ward II
Mike Kemmling  667-9888 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric Jenkins 669-1076 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Lisa Larson-Bunnell 738-9320 llarson-bunnell@cityofshawnee.org
Kurt Knappen 608-2724 kknappen@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Lindsey Constance 428-9592 lconstance@cityofshawnee.org
Jill Chalfie 259-4679 jchalfie@cityofshawnee.org

ELECTED OFFICIALS

The CityLine, an official publication of the City of Shawnee, 
Kansas, is published four times a year and mailed to residents in 
Shawnee under the direction of the Communications Manager. 
Readers' comments are encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about Shawnee, are available at cityofshawnee.org.

GOOD SERVICE STARTS HERE.


